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2020 Reunion will be held at the Rosemont Embassy
Suites in Rosemont IL at O’Hare Airport.
Dates are 3-6 September with Early Bird check in on 2
September.
Rooms rates are:
Two room conf suite– Single or double, $159 triple $169,
Quad $179.
King Basic-Single of double $119.
Two Queens– Single or double, $139, triple, $159, Quad
$169.
All rates are exclusive of 14% tax.
A limited number of discounted rooms are available.
Reservations may be made by calling 847-928-7648. Be
sure to state you are booking for the Marine Corps Air
Transport Reunion to get discounted rates.
You can also make reservations on our private online
booking site located on the reunion info page on our
website at www.mcata.com.
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2020 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President

New, please note!!!

Vice President

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION
“Snail Mail”

Rich Driscoll, USMC, Retired, Navigator

Jim Kikta, USMC, Retired, Navigator

Secretary

Jim Clark, USMC, Navigator

Treasurer

John Klossner, USMC, Retired, Navigator

Judge Advocate

Pete Woods, USMC, Retired, Loadmaster

Chaplain

MCATA
c/o Rich Driscoll
7324 Brady Oaks Drive
Fort Worth, Texas 76135
Phone 817-657-7768
“Email”
President@mcata.com

Bob Guest, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer

Historian

Alan Stinar, USMC, Maintainer

2019 Reunion Chairman
Jim Kikta, USMC, Retired, Navigator

Trustee

Red Doktor, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer

Directors
David Harshbarger, USMC, Retired, Navigator
Julia Cartwright, USMC, Maintainer
Pete Johnson, USMC, Navigator
Ted Newman, USMC, Navigator
C.W. Wilson, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Marty Ruane, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Ed Walker, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
C.J. McQueen, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Bo Briner, USMC, Retired, Pilot
Bob Morley, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
John O’Neill, USMC, Retired, Mech

Emeritus Directors
Jack Flannery, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Jack Dickson, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Richard (Dick) Edwards, USMC, Retired, Navigator
Humberto Reyes, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Bernie Bersano, USMC, Retired, Maintenance Officer

Past Presidents
Con Shuck, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer (Deceased)
C.J. McQueen, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Humberto Reyes, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer

TO JOIN/RENEW AND SEND CHECKS
“Snail Mail”
MCATA
c/o John Klossner
4 Loch Lane
Walden, NY 12586
“Email”
Treasurer@mcata.com
MCATA is a non-profit organization
originally incorporated in the State of
Texas to foster, encourage and perpetuate the memory and spirit of
friendship among our comrades in
arms who are or have been members
of any Marine Corps Air Transport
Squadron and to preserve incidents
and memories of our association together. The Marine Corps Air
Transport Association represents a
complete cross section of all those
who are or have served our country in
Marine Corps Air Transports regardless of rank, flight status or MOS.

Scholarship Committee
Bob Guest, USMC, Retired, Flight Engineer
Bernie Bersano, USMC, Retired, Maintenance Officer
M.G. “Blinky Waitt, USMC, Retired
David Harshbarger, Retired, Navigator
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
A sad note: As I write this I have just
been informed that our good friend and
longtime President of MCATA, Con
Shuck, made his final flight yesterday,
January 12, 2020. I was deeply saddened to hear that news. Con was a legend in MCATA and around the community and was a close personal friend and
mentor. He will be sorely missed by all. I
have no details yet, but by the time this
is published I will have sent those out by
email and through social media. Please
keep Carol and Con’s entire family in
your prayers.
The 2019 Reunion is in the history
books. It was another great get together! San Diego is an amazing place to
have a reunion. The weather is generally
perfect and was this time. There was
plenty to do and see and having MCRD
San Diego and MCAS Miramar close by
was an opportunity to relive boot camp
and to visit VMGR-352 and reminisce
about our glory days. The hotel treated
us well and all the other services and
food were above expectations, at least
for me.














This was the first reunion we’ve had on
the west coast for 20 years and was long
overdue. We had a great turnout! Many
people came from California and nearby
western states that don’t usually make 
our annual meetings, but I was surprised
there weren’t even more. We got to
reconnect with friends we hadn’t seen in 
many years and that was especially fun.
Before I go further I want to thank as
many people as I can remember who
made a great effort to help. First, the
Reunion Committee that met in San Diego in May to begin our planning. All of
you were stellar in helping one way or
another. I won’t try to name everyone
because I’ll forget some no matter what,
but special mention to the following:
 My lovely and patient wife Carol for
the raffle boxes, the jewelry for the
raffle and her continuous and dedicated support of me while I try to
keep the wheels on this train. She
does a lot more for us than anyone
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is aware of and I think she likes it
more than I do. :-).
Bernie and Ken Bersano for bringing
the refreshments and other items.
Ted Newman and Ann Kay Wagner
for the cool etched whiskey tumblers and the mini bottles of whiskey to go with them.
Jack Taylor and Rita Bergquist for
always being first in and last out and
always helping in every way possible.
Jack and Jeannie Dickson for making
additional refreshment resupply
runs and hauling items away for our
next reunion.
All of those who volunteered to
serve on the board of directors in
2020 or lead some other initiative.
Vera Guest for supplying us with
cool logo shirts, hats and other neat
items and putting some of those in
the raffle and donating some of her
proceeds
Marlena Kikta and Lora Woods for
the beautiful floral centerpieces.
Colonel Scott Koltick and his staff at
MAG-11. They pulled us out of the
fire several times. Special mention
for Capt Diaz and 2nd Lt. Madeline
Ward for coordinating base access
with the PMO at the last minute.
You saved us. Thank you!
Colonel Koltick and his wife Charlotte for being our guests of honor
at the banquet.
The MAG-11 Color Guard, Sgt. Andrew Gannon, Cpl. Leontre Roberson, LCpl. Sydney Fitzpatrick, LCpl.
Leslie Chinchilla. They were superb
and it was an honor to have them
celebrate with us.
Alan Stinar for being our EMCEE and
for all his work throughout the year
being the keeper of the flame for us.
Julia and Jennifer Cartwright for the
wonderful photos we can share that
will preserve our memories.
Dave Harshbarger, Carol and Rita for
running our raffle on banquet night.
Everyone who donated raffle items.
My friend Major John “Brillo” Licari
USMC (Ret) who pointed me in the








right direction and the MCRD G-3
staff who approved our last minute
(late) request for a group visit. It
turned our perfectly. Special call out
to Cpl Harmony Turituri for coordinating our request and our escort
Sgt. Briana Lomeli.
Brigadier General Mike Aguilar and
his stellar staff at the equally stellar
Flying Leatherneck Museum with a
special callout to Kristie Doran who
was awesome at helping us with our
visit and making sure we were well
fed and watered. Thank you Kristie!
LtCol. Montgomery, Commanding
Officer of 352 and SgtMaj. Major
Kevin Fontenot and the Marines of
VMGR-352 for their hospitality during our visit plus a special call out to
1st Lt. Blair and Marquette for fielding my phone calls and requests and
to SSgt. Plasencianava for calling me
to clarify our request for a color
guard and helping me avoid scheduling two of them.
The staff and chefs at the hotel who
did a great job all around.
Charlotte Koltick and Colleen Valenti
for introducing us to Hugs from
Hercs. (Story on page 19).

I know I’m forgetting someone who did
something important, but if I did please
forgive me and know that I’m eternally
grateful anyway.
Planning for the next reunion is well under way and ahead of schedule. The hotel is locked on and reservation site is
already up and running and we have
already met our room quota with the
hotel. If you haven’t reserved your room
you should do so now. Registration for
the event will be open in a couple of
months. Dave, Jack and Rita are doing an
outstanding job of coordinating this and
are setting up some really cool trips and
events for us to participate in while
there. There is a charge for parking at
the hotel, but you really don’t need a
vehicle to get around and may want to
consider that while you are making your
plans. Semper Fi, Rich
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Minutes of General Membership Meeting
The Annual Membership Meeting of the MCATA was convened
at 11:00 am at the Handlery Hotel, San Diego, CA. A quorum was
declared by the Secretary and the President, Rich Driscoll, presided.
The President opened the meeting, welcomed the attendees and
reported on the organization’s efforts to increase the membership numbers. In 2014 we had 142 members. At the present
time we have approximately 300 members and average approximately 275 with the combination of attrition and new members.
The minutes of the 2018 Membership Annual Meeting were
placed in the reunion folders to permit the review by the Membership. A motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting was
made by Jack Flannery and seconded by Jack Dickson. The motion was passed.
A financial report was given as follows:
(Financial report will be provided upon request to any member
in good standing .)
A motion was made by Ted Newman and seconded by Terry
Ruhter to accept the Treasurer’s Report. The motion passed
without opposition.
The President reported that we are in good financial condition.
After the bills are paid following the reunion a complete financial
report will be issued.
The election for a President of the organization for the next year
was called and a nomination from the floor placed Rich Driscoll’s
name as the sole candidate for a term to run until 2020. A vote
was held and Driscoll was voted in unanimously.
The President advised that Charlie Smith has announced his resignation from the office of Treasurer. The Board met electronically on August 18, 2019 to accept Charlie’s resignation and to
elect a new Assistant Treasurer who will serve until Charlie’s
resignation is effective. Once effective the Assistant Treasurer
will be appointed as the Treasurer. The Board elected John
Klossner to this position, in part based on his extensive accounting background. John has opened a new account with Bank
of America as instructed and will have access to Charlie to assist
him in becoming familiar with past procedures. The four current
bank accounts will be consolidated to two accounts (General
Fund and Scholarship Fund) at Bank of America. A motion was
made to ratify this Board action which was seconded and the
motion accepted.
The President reported that the new Wild Apricot software is
now in full operation and has numerous features including allowing it to be used for registration to events, ordering items
from the store and recording invoices and payments for all activities.
The President then gave a report regarding the re-establishment
of our corporate entity with the State of Texas and the IRS. In
2002 our corporation was de-certified by the State of Texas and
later our Federal tax exempted not-for-profit corporation expired. A new certification from Texas has now been completed
but we are waiting on re-writing our By Laws so that we can reapply for our not-for-profit status with the IRS.
Regarding the By Laws, the Board appointed Pete Woods as
Chairman of the committee re-writing the By Laws. Pete has
already circulated a draft that is being reviewed by the Board in
anticipation of having a document to vote on in a few weeks.
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Once the By Laws are approved by the Board they will be issued
to the membership for comments.
The Secretary reported on other actions of the Board earlier
today.
a. It received the resignation of Bernie Bersano as a Board member. Bernie has served in that capacity for over twenty-eight
years and the Board thanked him for his steadfast loyalty and
insight over those years.
b. The Board also elected three new Board Members, John Klossner, Peter Woods and Dave Harshbarger to the board as voting
members.
c. The Board also discussed nominations for the position of
Judge Advocate for our organization.
Pete Woods was nominated for this position and a motion made
to that effect which was seconded and passed.
A motion to ratify the above actions of the Board was made,
seconded and approved.
A report on the 2020 Reunion was given by Jack Taylor and Dave
Harshbarger. The Reunion will be held from Wednesday, September 2nd through September 6th, 2020 at the Rosemont Embassy Suites in Rosemont, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago. The planning for this event is substantially completed and is expected to
provide several interesting venues for tours including a boat tour
focusing on the unique architecture of Chicago.
A discussion of a venue for the 2021 Reunion ensued with a motion by Ted Newman to have the reunion in Fredericksburg, Va.
This was seconded by Jim Kitka and the motion passed.
A report by the Scholarship Committee was given. There were
ten requests for scholarships this year eight of which were approved. The awardees and the scholarship amounts are:
Christina Harshbarger
Jillian Demetree
Trey Bersano
Eliana Wright
Ethan Cunningham
Amanda Dickson
Kaylee Shuck
Kristian Ruane

$1,000. (First award)
$1,000. (Second award)
$1,000. (First award)
$ 500. (Second award)
$1,000. (First award)
$ 500. (Second award)
$ 500. (Second award)
$1,000. (First award)

Total Scholarships awarded $6,500.
A motion to accept the Committee’s selections and amount of
the awards was made, seconded and approved.
Bernie Bersano announced that his family will sponsor one
scholarship applicant next year and in future years in memory of
his wife, Joyce, who passed away earlier this year. A motion to
accept this donation and administration by the current scholarship guidelines was made by Pete Johnson, seconded by Bob
Guest and the vote was approved unanimously.
There being no additional items to discuss the President entertained a motion to adjourn which was made, seconded and approved by the membership.
Submitted by Secretary Jim Clark October 18, 2019
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Reunion Thoughts from Our Co-editor
what was, and thoughts of Marines throughout the long history
of our Corps, always in step and always looking sharp. ‘That was
me’, I thought. ‘That was us.’ And I looked around me at the
other MCATA members. ‘No, that IS us! We’re older, some of us
have got ‘medical stuff now. We’ve lost friends, and we cherish
these friendships and memories. But that is still US. That’s
when I felt a lump in my throat and a tear welled up in my eye.
It’s an incredible and meaningful bond we share. It’s woven
into our esprit d’corps, woven in a way that makes it hard to
understand, perhaps, to outsiders, but tangible and real to us
and to each other. A Marine is a Marine as a Marine always
was, and as a Marine soon to be will be. It’s in us, it’s indelible,
and goes to the core of who we are, and of who and what the
Corps is. And, at each reunion, there’s always something that
Transporter Co-Editor Matt Piliere
grabs my heart and reminds me what a lucky SOB I’ve been, to
not be just a Marine, but to have been in transports, in KCTransporters:
130’s, to have worked with and flown with the likes of the oth.
On Friday, October 4th at the MCATA Reunion, this year in San ers who share these same bonds.
Diego, CA, there were two planned group outings. The first was
a morning visit to Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego, to This year’s reunion was special for me in several ways, certainly
attend the boot camp graduation ceremony for a company of the visits to MCRD and MCAS/VMGR-352 are high on the list.
new Marines finishing their 12 weeks of training from Marine But there were faces at the reunion I hadn’t seen since my acCorps boot camp. Then in the afternoon the busses were set up tive duty days, CWO-5 USMCR (Ret) Kevin “Rock” Lampe was
to take us to Marine Corps Air Station Miramar to visit the Fly- there. Rock was a new First Navigator in VMGR-352 when I
ing Leatherneck Museum, and then on to the VMGR-352 Raid- checked aboard in the summer of 79, back then he was a corers hangar for a tour. At first, I figured I’d skip the morning ex- poral. He was one of those guys I looked up to in the shop
cursion to MCRD and shoot the breeze with other members when it was all new to me, I was wide eyed and green. Marines
who stayed behind, have a nice lunch at the hotel, then jump like Rock made a big impression on me.
on the bus to Miramar. With 352 being my first, and then 8
years later my last active duty squadron, Miramar was high on And my old buddy Kevin Schleicher was there. Kevin checked in
the list of things I was excited about for the 2019 MCATA Reun- about a year after me. We were the same age, and we were the
ion. But, after breakfast, the busses hadn’t departed and I de- same brand of crazy liberty risks, too. We got along really well.
cided “What the heck?” and I jumped into a van with Rich and Kevin lives in Hawaii these days. I fondly remember, he was my
student on a night flight from Barbers Point, HI, back to El Toro.
off to MCRD we went.
We were in an “F” model, and he was working a night celestial
Am I ever glad I did! I was struck by how different the ceremony and pressure pattern routine for the crossing. As we made our
was from the only boot camp graduation I’d attended prior, position report crossing FICKY (all El Toro crews knew FICKY,
back in November of 1978, when I graduated at MCRD Parris which unofficially stands for “Almost home”), the controller
Island, SC. The whole 2019 atmosphere was bigger and more asked, “Quebec Bravo, what are you using for navigation tooriented toward the families and friends of these fine, young, night?” I remember thinking, ‘Crap!! Why is he asking that?’
graduating Marines than it was in my day. And as the proceed- The pilot on the radio answered, “Celestial navigation”. I reings commenced, there was band fanfare, a terrific speech by member I was peering over Kevin’s shoulder, wondering what
the Battalion Commanding Officer, and of course, Marines, as could possibly be wrong, I thought he’d done a great job all the
always looking impressive in Dress Blue Charlies, with the blue way across. And then the controller said, “Wow, that’s sometrousers, sharply creased khaki blouses, and white barracks thing. I had you exactly overhead FICKY at your exact reporting
covers. And for just a moment, as the band played a John Philip time. I remember, I beamed with pride. I’m proud now, just
Souza march, and the 499 young Marines, their DIs, and staff thinking of it. That kid was good. We were good. All of us, from
paraded for the gallery of maybe a thousand spectators, my the maintenance people, to the admin clerks, the crewmemmind and my heart travelled back in time to the number of bers, and the pilots, we were damned good. What a pleasure to
times that I wore a Marine’s uniform, parading in formation to see him again after almost 40 years!
a nearly identical band playing the same marching songs. It was
(Continued on page next page)
a long time ago, more than 30 years since the last time. I felt a
swelling of emotion borne of pride, nostalgia, memories of
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Matt (Continued)
Matt Piliere (Cont)
LtCol Larry Woodruff was there. When I was a new First Navigator I was scheduled to fly with him, some of the other Navigators gave me some ‘advice’, pulling my leg, telling me he didn’t
like big heading changes under any circumstances. It put me in a
bit of a jam when I found us about 30 miles, okay, more like 40
miles, left of course just about a half hour from the ADIZ
coasting into Hawaii. Rather than getting on his bad side with a
whopper of a heading change, I gave him three smaller ones in
quick succession. I still remember how he looked back at me,
“What’s going on back there?” And there in San Diego I got a
chance to remind him of that story. His eyes got bright, “I think I
remember that!” A magical moment for me. There were others:
Dave “Fossil” Lewis, my first NCOIC in the fleet was there. Terry
Ruhter, who gave me my initial First Navigator NATOPS Check
was there, too and so on, and so on. The experience was similar
for everyone. It always is. The one thing I heard first timers say
again and again was, “I knew I’d know a few people here, but
there’s a lot more here than I thought. This is great!”
Yes, it was a great reunion! It’s hard to explain to civilians the
bond we share as Marines with all Marines, and when you lean
in and look even closer, there’s a closer bond within a bond that
all of us share as Marine transporters. I’ve had a chance to talk
with transporters who served in the 50’s and 60’s, and before
my time in the late ’70’s, and to Marines who served after I returned to civilian life in 1990, too. Our bond is real and strong. It
is meaningful and, let there be no doubt, it is special. As for me,
standing there on that Friday morning amid Marines I knew and
worked with, and amongst Marines who are still on active duty,
working there at MCRD, it all came into perfect misty-eyed focus. Yes, I’d do it all again, but damned if I’d want to do it without the guys around me in that grandstand. I know we won’t
visit VMGR-352 again soon, in far away California, and I know
we can’t visit VMGR-234 in Chicago because they moved away
to Texas, but I can’t wait for the 2020 MCATA Reunion outside
of Chicago anyway. If you haven’t been to one of these things,
try to make it happen. If you’re in the Midwest, and certainly if
you’re in the Chicago area and a former VMGR-234 Marine,
make it happen. You won’t regret it. You never know who’s going to turn up!
Semper fi, Marine Transporters, Semper fi!
Matty P.

Crash of Chilean Air Force C-130
On 9 December 2019, a Chilean Air Force Lockheed C-130 Hercules military transport aircraft crashed in the Drake Passage while en
route to Base Presidente Eduardo Frei Montalva, a Chilean military
base on King George Island in Antarctica. The crash site was located
on 12 December 2019 after a three-day search, and no survivors
were found.
The aircraft was built in 1978 for the United States Air Force with tail
number 77-0324 and serial number 382-4776, but was delivered to
the United States Marine Corps as a KC-130R tanker for aerial refueling operations and assigned BuNo 160628. It operated in Cherry
Point, North Carolina (VMGR-252) and in Iwakuni, Japan (VMGR-152).
The aircraft was placed in storage at AMARG from 2009 until 2014.
After being purchased by the Chilean Air Force for US$7 million, it
was refurbished at Hill AFB, Utah, to C-130H standards and delivered
in 2015 under the new tail number 990.
The aircraft departed Punta Arenas, Patagonia, Chile, at 19:55 UTC
(16:55 local time) bound for King George Island, Antarctica. The flight
was intended to provide supplies to a base in Chilean Antarctic Territory and to bring personnel to inspect a floating fuel supply line and
other equipment at the base. The Chilean Air Force flies from Punta
Arenas to King George Island monthly. Radio contact with the plane
was lost at 21:13 UTC.
A search was conducted by aircraft from the Chilean Air Force, Argentina, Brazil, United Kingdom, United States and Uruguay. Also,
two Chilean Navy frigates searched the area where the aircraft was
last observed by radar. They were aided by a team of satellite imagery analysts from the Israeli Defence Force's Unit 9900. The search
effort was hampered by rough seas and poor visibility.
One day into the search, debris from an aircraft was found floating in
the sea 31 kilometres (19 mi) from the last known position of the
missing aircraft. Debris and personal items were recovered by Brazilian Navy polar research ship Almirante Maximiano.
The crash site was located off the coast of South America on 12 December, 27 kilometres (17 mi) from the C-130's last known position.
The aircraft fuselage and main components were identified along
with human remains. Chilean Air Force chief Arturo Merino confirmed
that everyone on board was killed.
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Reunion Photos

The Schleicher’s

Pete Woods , Joyce
Ginsberg, Tim O’Malley

Charlotte Koltick, Col. Scott Koltick
Rich and Carol Driscoll

Dave and Cheri Dedrick

John and Barbara Gray

New York Mafia
Piliere, Kurtzhan, Frederes, and Mega.
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John Williamson
Kevin Lampe

Ed and Diane Grigalis
Chrissy and Craig Harter

Jim Kikta and Tom O’Malley

Ed and Gail Walker

Willie Shaw

Dave “Bags” Harshbarger, Carol Driscoll and Rita Bergquist running
the raffle.
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Reunion Photos

Alan Stinar

Bill and Susan Becker
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Bernie and Ken Bersano

Bob and Caroline Morley

C.W Wilson
Walt Washington

Charles and Lovilyn
Cunningham

Chuck and Donna
Burgess

Alan and Ellen Deegan

Bob and Suzanne Green

Bob and Susan Dooley

Bob and Norma Daily

Bob Gwaltney

Bob and Vera Guest

C.W. and Gloria Wilson

David and Marcia Lynch

Dave Harshbarger

David Rodrquez

Dick and Harumi
Majewski

Ed Lutz

Zack and Glinda Ellison

Greg and Elena
McShane

Humberto Reyes
Trixie Rivera

Jack and Jeannie
Dickson

Jack Taylor
Rita Bergquist
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Jim Clark

Reunion Photos

Joan Reed

John (Red) and Harumi
Paul

John and Terri
Obermiller

John Holbrook

Kevin Schleicher

Kim and Betty
Schleicher

Larry and Carol
Spangler

Pete Johnson

Pete Meyer

John O’Neill
Beth Brittman

Joseph Rogers

Mark Anderson

Marty and Louise Ruane

Pete and Lora Woods

Pete (Red) and Kim
Hollwedel

Rich and Carol Driscoll

Robby Robertson

Russ Tucker
MaryAnne O’Canna

Ted Newman
Ann Kay Wagner

Terry and Chiu Mei
Ruhter

Tom and Virginia
O’Malley

Steve Kovalchick
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John and Connie Lockett
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Sean Kriner

Walt and Nobu
Washington

Aircrew Group Photos

The Pilots

The Flight Engineers

The Navigators

The Loadmasters
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Banquet Photos
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More Photos

Eric Walker
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Jeff Wilson
Dawn Corporon

Matt Piliere

Dave and Christine Lewis
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Dan O’Sullivan
Bobbie Renaghan

Hospitality Room Scenes
Our Hospitality room at the hotel was spacious and as always, was the natural hub of all activities. As usual we had a well stocked open bar with
snacks available and plenty of room for people to meet, greet, reminisce and tell sea stories until late in the evening. There was a check in table
manned mostly by our lovely ladies where you could also buy raffle tickets. All raffle prizes were displayed on tables around the perimeter and a
couple of vendors had their wares ready for sale as well. On Saturday morning the hospitality room became a meeting room for our board of
directors meeting followed by our general membership meeting.
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Reunion Events
Visit to MCRD San Diego

On Friday morning our tour bus drove us a few minutes away from the hotel and through the gates of MCRD San Diego where we were met by
a sharp Marine Sergeant who escorted us to our place in the covered bleachers in a VIP section near the reviewing stand. From there we were
able to watch the very impressive graduation ceremony of Kilo Company and our organization was recognized as VIPs by the MCRD Command.
All in all it was a very impressive show and for many of us the first time we’d witnessed a graduation since we graduated boot camp ourselves
many years ago.

Visit to Leatherneck Aviation Museum

After visiting MCRD and returning to the hotel, those who wished again boarded our tour busses to head for MCAS Miramar. First stop, the
Flying Leatherneck Museum that sits adjacent to the base front gate. There we were greeted by the Acting Executive Director, Brigadier General
Mike Aguilar, USMC (Ret.) and given an introduction to the museum and its purpose. On hand were several museum volunteers to escort us
around and make sure we had a great time. As an added attraction the museum set up a tent with food and beverages for us and made us feel
welcome and at home. MCATA wishes to thank the entire staff of the museum for such a great welcome. If you are ever near Miramar please
stop in and visit this fine museum. To find out more, click on this link. www.flyingleathernecks.org

Visit to the Raiders of VMGR-352

On Friday afternoon, after visiting the Flying Leatherneck Museum, the MCATA team was hosted by the Raiders of VMGR-352. We were met by
LtCol. Montgomery, the Commanding Officer of VMGR-352 and the squadron Sergeant Major, SgtMaj. Fontenot and other staff. We were welcomed with open arms and given a briefing on the squadron’s activities and a tour of the hanger and one of the newer KC-130J models. Thanks
to today’s Raiders for the hospitality and letting us relive our glory days for a few minutes. Semper Fi
(To see more pics like these visit www.MCATA.com)
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Membership Update
If you are currently a member of MCATA and you have not yet paid your dues for 2020 you undoubtedly have received several of our automated email reminders. Dues run from 1 January to 31 December, so please get yours in
as soon as possible. $10 of each members annual dues goes directly to fund our scholarship fund and the rest goes
to supporting our website, administrative cost of membership management software, postage, printing this newsletter for distribution to the squadrons and miscellaneous reunion costs that make our reunions special events. To
attend the next reunion you MUST BE A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING WITH YOURS DUES PAID FOR 2020. Dues
are $35 per year.
Dues are waived for current active duty or actively drilling reservists. You must simply apply for membership to be
accepted. When you leave active duty or are no longer drilling we ask that you notify us and pay your dues for regular membership. Eligibility includes any day of active duty or drilling reserve status for the calendar year in question.
All applications for membership and renewal can be done online at www.mcata.com or by check. Make out a check
to MCATA then mail the form on the last page of this newsletter and the check to: MCATA, c/o John Klossner, 4
Loch Lane, Walden, NY 12586.
Donations are always welcome as well and can be directed specifically to the General Fund or Scholarship fund as
desired. Donations may be made online with a credit card or by check and mail to the address above.
Here are the latest membership totals:
Active Duty/Drilling Reserves
61
Widowed Spouses
16
Honorary Members
3
Active Regular Members
294
Lapsed or overdue Members
88
Total
374 (Active, dues paid 286)

More Reunion Fun

LADIES BUS TOUR
Carol Driscoll
On Friday, while others were touring the Flying Leatherneck Museum and VMGR-352, several of the ladies enjoyed a great lunch at Casa Guadalajara in Old Town San Diego and a bus tour to Seaport Village for some shopping. Our tour bus driver had made a reservation for us and
when we arrived at the restaurant, a table was already set up for us on the patio and margaritas magically appeared as we were seated. We
spent about an hour enjoying the authentic Mexican food and visiting with each other. Mariachis entertained us with a couple of rousing songs.
Then it was on to Seaport Village, a harbor-side center showcasing eclectic shops, art galleries and restaurants. We got plenty of exercise and
enjoyed browsing the many retail shops. Next year we will be enjoying the great dining and shopping opportunities in Chicago. Please join us!
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Around the Fleet

Marine Maj. Joseph Goodrich signs a children’s book for
a family at a book store in Jacksonville, North Carolina,
Nov. 30, 2019. Goodrich, now a published author, read
his book to fans and signed copies of his book for young
readers. Goodrich is the executive officer of Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 252. (U.S. Marine Corps
photo by Cpl. Cody Rowe)
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Alberto Ruiz, a loadmaster with
Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR)
152 honors the fallen during the unveiling of a memorial for the five Marines of Sumo-41, who perished
Dec. 6, 2018, at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
On Dec. 6th, 2019. The squadron commemorated the
fallen by conducting a 4.1k run, having a remembrance
luncheon, and unveiling a memorial in their honor.
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by LCpl. Tyler Harmon)
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Members in the Spotlight
Julia Cartwright Graduates from College

Julia serves on the MCATA Board of Directors and is our
reunion photographer. All reunion pictures are courtesy of
her and her sister Jennifer. She served in VMGR-252 as a
KC-130 Avionics Technician while on active duty.

My interest in photography started as a kid looking at all
the images on magazines at the checkout counter in the
grocery store. I never could afford a camera growing up, so
when I enlisted in the Marine Corps as an Avionics Technician, that was the first thing I bought. I spent most of my
spare time photographing whatever I could, learning from
books people had given me, or articles online. The most
exciting opportunity was to get to make a Cruise-book for
VMGR 252 DET Alpha 13.2. Upon EAS, I returned to Texas
and went to North Lake Community College to get my basics done and learning more about photography in a classroom setting. While earning my education, I joined MCATA
where I also like to share my craft and document the
events of our Annual meetings. Upon completion of my
Associates Degree, I moved to East Texas to attend Texas
A&M Commerce in Commerce, Texas, where I majored in
Commercial Photography. During that time, I began exhibiting my Fine Art photography in galleries and online publications, as well as assisting Commercial Photographers. In
December, I completed my BFA in Commercial Photography with Honors. I am very thankful for the scholarships
provided by MCATA that I received during my education. I
now live and work in the Dallas/ Fort Worth area as a Photographer and Photographer Assistant.
Check out my website at: Julialcphoto.com

A Special Thanks to the Ladies
I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the wonderful
ladies and partners in our lives that help make our reunions special. They are often more enthusiastic than we
are and do a great deal of work behind the scenes doing
things we’d never even think of to make the events
memorable. Here Marlene Kikta and Lora Woods work to
get flower arrangements complete for our banquet centerpieces. The florist accidentally placed the first batch in
the hotel freezer and created some drama that had to be
overcome.
I also want to thank my wife Carol for putting together
the great gift boxes. She worked hard all summer looking for items to go in those boxes. Rita Berqguist is a
constant anchor to keep things on track at every reunion. She basically ensures all the hospitality room issues
run smoothly from check in through making sure the
open bar remains stocked and handling our raffle. She is
our sanity check! Vera Guest always brings logo shirts,
caps and other items to sell and donate to the raffle.
Carol donates some of her jewelry too and all of the
women pitch in when needed to man the check in desk
and help man the hospitality room in general and do
whatever is necessary.
We can’t begin to show enough appreciation for their
help and loyalty.
Thank you ladies, Semper Fi, we love you all!
~Rich
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In Memoriam
Joseph Howard Weber, 74, of Rogers was born February 9, 1945 in Enid, Oklahoma. He went to be with our Lord on August 22,
2019. Joe was an accomplished author, who published nine novels. His novels appeared on the bestseller lists of the New York
Times, the Chicago Tribune, Publishers Weekly and the Associated Press. He served in the U. S. Marine Corps as a carrierqualified fighter pilot from 1970 to 1975. He was preceded in death by his son Douglas Weber, by his parents Bonnie (Vadakin)
and Lee Weber, and by his brother Danny Weber. He is survived by his wife Jeannie of Rogers, Arkansas, and by his step-sons
Chris Johnson of Bentonville, Arkansas and Bryan Johnson of Lowell, Arkansas.
A Memorial Service was held in the chapel at Rollins Funeral Home, 1401 West Hudson Road, Rogers, AR 72756 on August 30th
at noon. He was buried with full Military Honors at the Fayetteville National Cemetery, 700 South Government Avenue, Fayetteville, AR 72701.
Ronnie Lee Ray, 78, of Dallas, GA, passed away on Thursday, June 6, 2019 at his home.
He was born on July 1, 1940 in Glenville, GA, to the late Luther and Mollie Ray. Mr. Ray was self employed and worked as a civil
engineer, as well as a land surveyor for over 40 years. He was of Baptist Faith and a Veteran of The United States Marine Corp,
where he bravely served in the Vietnam War.
He is preceded in death by his parents, his daughter, Kelly Lea Greenway brothers; L.J. Ray, Eugene Ray and his sister, Imogene
Colson. Survivors include his beloved wife, Sue Ray of Dallas, GA, son, Phillip and Holly Ray of Bremen, GA, daughter, Amy and
Daryl Maxwell of Rockmart, GA, son-in-law, David Greenway, brothers; Avon and Annette Ray, O.T. and Joyce Ray sisters; Christine Sapp, Reba Hill, Joy and Steve Spence, nine grandchildren; Kendra and Mark Manguno, Megan Greenway, Lacey and Dave
Murga, Abigail Ray, Emily Ray, Luke Ray, Molly Maxwell, Halle Maxwell, Izzy Maxwell, one great grandchild, Sophia Murga and many nieces
and nephews.
A Memorial Service for Mr. Ray was held on Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 3:00 PM at the Clark Funeral Home Chapel with Brother O.T. Ray officiating.
Master Gunnery Sergeant Herbert H. Vogt, age 73, of Vidalia died Saturday November 30, 2019 after a brief illness. Herbert
was a native of Brooklyn, NY and moved to Vidalia in 1994. Herbert served in the United States Marine Corps for 33 years. After
retirement he then continued in the aircraft field working with Gulf Stream for an additional 15 years. He was a Blue Angels
Alumnus, and a member of the Purple Heart Association. Herbert was a devoted loving husband, father, grandfather and
friend. He was loved and respected wherever he was. Herbert was Methodist by Faith. Herbert is preceded in death by his first
wife Deborah Vogt in 1996. Herbert is survived by his loving wife Ann Vogt of Vidalia, one son Michael Vogt of Brooklyn, NY,
four daughters Christine (William) Davids of Brooklyn, NY, Katye Vogt of Hampton GA, Carolyne Zavardino, of Oviedo, FL, Kellye
Vogt of Vidalia, GA, two step sons Michael and Dustin Kidd both of Vidalia, GA, one sister Barbara (Dan) Mullen of Newport, NC,
and one brother and sister in law Wesley and Cindy Nunn of Milledgeville, GA. Herbert is also survived by twelve Grandchildren, three Great
Grandchildren, and a number of nieces and nephews. Interment followed the service at Lakeview Memorial Gardens with Full Military Honors.
George E. Brennan, 78, of Lake In The Hills passed away peacefully at home February 15, 2018. United States Marine Core Vietnam Veteran, Captain C-130 pilot.
Beloved husband of Elke (nee Klein); loving Father of Annette (Eric) Witoshynsky, Jean Brennan, Iris (Hartmut) Blankenhorn,
Tanja (RJ) Orwig, Patricia (Mike) Bogaard; fond grandfather of Sean (Chelsea) Witoshynsky, Brian Witoshynsky, Andrew Cummins, Justin (Sabrina) Cummins, Paul Blankenhorn, Solveig Blankenhorn, Brendan Bogaard, Aleah Bogaard, Tayla Bogaard; great
grandfather to Connor Cummins; dear brother of Joan (Bill) Borgeest, Judy Rooney, Peter (Ann) Brennan, Linda Ebersole; beloved Uncle to many nephew and nieces. Predeceased by his parents George and Evelyn (Chesterfield) Brennan. George was a
proud Captain for American Airlines 34 years. He was also an avid reader and model ship builder. Cremation Rights to be accorded.
Colonel William D. "Charlie: Carr USMC (Ret) was born on May 15, 1933, in New York City. He enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps on February 1, 1953, and then completed Aerial Navigator School. He flew as a transport navigator from 1954 to 1962
with a year off while he was discharged. During this time he spent two summers on Antarctica with VX-6. Sgt Carr next completed Warrant Officer School at TBS Quantico, Virginia on May 1, 1962 and was assigned to a VMAQ at MCAS El Toro, California, and MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, from 1962 to 1964. After completing A-6 Intruder Bombardier/Navigator training, he was assigned to VMA (AW)-533 at MCAS Cherry Point from 1965 to 1967. He deployed to Southeast Asia, serving three tours as an A6 Bombardier/Navigator flying out of Chu Lai and Danang, South Vietnam. During this time he was promoted to 2Lt. He served
as Bombardier/Navigator with the Commander of Carrier Air Wing 15 who led the mining of Haiphong Harbor in North Vietnam in May 1972, which helped end the war. Following the war he served in various staff billets and subsequently was Commanding officer of VMA-533 and eventually the Commanding Officer of MAG-14. During Operation Desert Shield in late 1990 and early 1991,
and Operation Desert Storm, Col Carr served as Chief of Staff of the 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, where he flew combat missions in the F/A-18
Hornet, A-6 Intruder, and the EA-6B Prowler. His last assignment was as G1 at MCAS Cherry Point from 1992 until his retirement from the
Marine Corps on August 1, 1994. Col Carr had over 10,000 flying hours in various attack, fighter, and support aircraft, and he flew 670 combat
missions in two wars. He also has 376 arrested landings on various aircraft carriers of the fleet. Charlie Carr died on November 24, 2018.
Captain Jack Frost
February 6, 1946- August 30 2019
Transporters,
Lee Booth notified me that Captain Jack Frost took his Final Flight recently. As per his wishes, there is no obituary, but I did
manage to find some comments from his friends on his passing. Here’s one.
I only knew Jack through senior softball; he was a very worthy competitor and an excellent teammate. Every time we spoke, I reminded him
that he was the only pitcher in the league to cover first base on a ground ball to the right side. He bravely fought his disease with the same
persistence and spirit that he played the game. Rest in Peace Jack and "let's play two"
Jeff Archer
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Hugs from Herks

On December 6, 2018 five US Marines from VMGR-152 “The Sumos” lost their lives when their C-130 Hercules (Herc) was involved
in a devastating mishap off the coast of Japan.
In the aftermath of this tragedy, which is undoubtedly every aviation spouses worst nightmare, Marine C-130 spouses from around
the world were contacting each other to check in. We were all asking each other the same questions, “How is your Marine doing?”,
“What can we do?”, “How can we help?” “Who else needs support that we aren’t thinking of?”.
It occurred to us that not only are the families and friends of the Marines mourning this great loss, but the spouses are as well. The
spouses are also rallying together to support the Marines and families affected but who was helping ALL the spouses as they support their Marine and the squadron?
We decided to focus our efforts on supporting all the spouses of VMGR-152. Since the news broke, we have all said, “I wish we
could just send a hug!” We all wished we could show up and give the entire squadron as well as the entire Marine C-130 community a hug and some comfort at this difficult time.
Then we decided that that’s exactly what we would do. This is how Hugs From Hercs came about. Marine C-130 spouses trying to
hug, support, and comfort each other from afar when a virtual hug just wouldn’t do. Our hope is that a “Hug” assembled with love,
including a handwritten note and comfort items might just remind them that their support to others does not go unnoticed and is
very much appreciated.

At our kick off luncheon for this year’s reunion we had two special guests, Charlotte Koltick and Colleen Valenti. Charlotte is the wife of Colonel
Scott Koltick, Commanding Officer of MAG-11 and Colleen is the wife of Lieutenant Colonel Michael Valenti. LtCol Valenti is a KC-130 pilot and
has been selected for command by the most recent Command Screening Board. He is assigned to VMR-1 in Fort Worth, TX. During our luncheon
Charlotte and Colleen introduced us to Hugs from Hercs and members of MCATA were impressed with the organization and its purpose which is
dear to all our hearts. At our General Membership Meeting we decided we would endorse and support Hugs from Hercs wherever possible. I
urge all of you to go to their website, see what they are doing and send them a donation to help with the great work they are doing. Right now
they are helping support those who were victimized in the terrorist shooting at NAS Pensacola.
Here’s a link to their website: https://www.hugsfromhercs.org
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Marine Corps Air Transport Association Corporation
7324 Brady Oaks Dr
Fort Worth, Texas 76135

DISPELLING A MYTH
In talking to Marines in the various squadrons and around our Transport community I found a surprising
myth. Some think that MCATA is only for pilots, aircrew, non-active duty and maybe just retirees. Some suggest that’s because our logo has a set of aircrew wings on it. Some active duty presumed it was only for
those off active duty or retired.

Let me dispel that myth now!
If you were, or are, in any role in the Marine Corps, regardless of rank or MOS, that remotely supported or
currently supports the KC-130 or any other fixed wing transport aircraft you are eligible. The organization
is not just for aircrew and pilots. Membership for active duty and active and drilling reserves is FREE.

“So…. join us!”
Join online at: http://www.mcata.com/Join-Us

Please make your check or money order payable to the Marine Corps Air Transport Association and mail with this form to:
M.C.A.T.A. • C/O John Klossner, 4 Loch Lane, Walden, NY 12586
RE YOU / WERE YOU?
Combat Service
Or go to www.mcata.com/join-us to join and pay by credit card.
Check appropriate choices:
$35 for regular membership all ages ($10 goes to Scholarship Fund)
❏ WWII
FREE for Active Duty, Drilling Reserves and Widowed Spouses but you
❏ Korea
❏ Pilot
must sign up.
❏ Vietnam
❏ Flight Engineer/Student
Please check the appropriate boxes:
❏ Crew Chief
❏ Cold War
❏ Enclosed my check for $_______. Please enroll me as a NEW member.
❏ Navigator
❏ Desert Shield/
❏ Enclosed my check for $________. Please RENEW my membership.
❏ Flight Mechanic
Storm
❏ I certify that I am or have been on active duty or am or have been an ac❏ R.O. / Loadmaster
❏ Northern/
tively drilling reservist during the current calendar year for which I am ap❏ Operations
plying.
Southern Watch
❏ Administration
❏ Donation to Memorial Scholarship Fund $____________.
❏ Iraqi Freedom
❏ Air Freight
In memory of:___________________________________________.
❏ Aircraft Maintenance
❏ Afghanistan
❏ Donation to General Fund $_______.
❏ Other Squadron Support
❏ None
Name______________________________________________________
❏ Spouse
Address:
Street _____________________________________________________
PO Box or Apt #______________________________________________
City _______________________ State _________ Zip +4___________
Phone ________________________ Email________________________
Service Dates_________ to___________ DOB__________
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